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Latest  news  from  Washington,  B.  C.  ,  says  that  the  Bureau  of  Home  Economics 
has  some  enthusiastic  "button  collectors  in  its  ranks.     Two  young  women  working 
on  clothing  problems  have  recently  been  gathering  buttons  —  good  and  bad.  And 
their  friends  are  so  interested  that  they  are  cutting  off  their  own  buttons  to 
ado.  to  the  collection.     But  all  in  a  very  good  cause.     This  is  no  idle  game  of 
"Button,  button,  who's  got  the  button."    It's  a  serious  investigation  of  a  small 
but  important  matter  -  one  that  makes  a  big  difference  to  those  of  us  interested 
in  getting  our  money's  worth  in  clothes. 

"Keep  your  eye  on  the  button"  might  be  a  good  slogan  for  anyone  who's 
buying  coats  and  dresses  this  fall.     I  guess  most  of  us  have  had  trials  and 
tribulations  with  poor  buttons.     Funny  that  a  little  thing  like  a  button  can 
cause  so  much  trouble  and  expense.'     Well,  I  don't  reed  to  mention  that  a  button 
that  breaks  easily  can  be  embarrassing.    And  I'm  sire  I  don't  need  to  recall  to 
your  mmd  sad  experiences  with  buttons  that  rusted  or  discolored  or  cut  'afcric 
and  thus  rained  a  perfectly  good  dress. 

Sometimes  I  think  the  ancients  were  lucky.    At  least,   they  didn't  have 
button  problems.     They  fastened  their  clothes  with  ties  and  buckles  and  clasps. 
aoi  until  the  time  of  Shakespeare  did  mankind  invent  the  button.    And  the  first 
outton  Happened  to  be  brass.     Well,  we've  gone  a  long  way  from  the  sixteenth 
century  and  the  early  brass  button.      Today  the  buttons  on  vour  dress  may  be  of 
almost  anytnmg  from  the  animal,  plant,  or  mineral  kingdoms.     The  horns,  hoofs 
*7hlTt  11  animals  make  buttons.     We  even  have  buttons  from  skim  milk.  And 

vorTlf  M     I!  fr°m  nUts'  seeds'   sap  -  mbber'  and  *ood.  especially,  the  white 
OfParT  Y°Ur  American  palm  tree  that  the  trade  calls  "vegetable  ivory."  The 
v4Tfi^ V     ?n  !atSr  als°  contri^te  to  the  button  business.     Some  of  our 
More  ,1  ?„         buttons  come  from  the  mother-of-pearl  of  the  oyster  shell. 

have  buTZ    T       MUOnS  C°me  fr°ni  the  Sxle11  of  the  mwel.     Then,  we 

binat Toll  nl  °\mtal  and  Sl^s  and  al]  sorts  of  other  compositions  and  com- 
^nations  of  material. 

a  good 

inexpenJive^r16  iV°ry  °f  the  S°Uth  tricar.  P*lm.  Many  ivory  buttons  are 
*ith  wear  and  washing^ ^  W6ar'  ^  ^  s0:netimes  take  0n  a  yellowish  color 
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The  button  collection  I've  been  telling  you  about  includes  only 
experienced  members  —  that  is,  buttons  that  have  been  out  in  the  world  and 
have  been  used.     Some  of  them  are  sad-looking  specimens  —  good  illustrations 
of  buttons  to  avoid.     For  example,   some  of  the  composition  buttons  had  melted 
at  the  first  touch  of  a  hot  iron.     Some  pearl  buttons  had  metal  shanks  that 
had  rusted  or  pulled  out.     Buttons  with  soldered  and  glued  attachments  usually 
showed  that  they  couldn't  stand  strain.     Some  fabric-covered  buttons  with  metal 
molds  underneath  had  rusted.    And  some  too-thin  imitation- ivory  buttons  had 
bent  or  broken. 

Well,  when  you're  buying  winter  dresses,  of  course,  you  won't  have  to 
worry  much  about  washing.     But  you  will  want  to  choose  those  that  will  woar 
and  clean  well.     Many  wool  dresses  have  covered  buttons.     These  are  popular 
because  they  are  inexpensive  and  match  the  fabric  of  the  dress.    But  they  are 
very  likely  to  wear  off  on  top  and  the  stuffing  frequently  pulls  out  from 
underneath.    On  the  sleeve  especially,  covered  buttons  get  hard  wear.     So  it's 
a  good  idea  to  have  extras  made  to  replace  those  that  wear.     Sometimes  glass 
buttons  fit  in  well  with  a  tailored  wool  dress  —  just  as  well  as  the  covered 
buttons,  in  fact  —  and  they  last  longer,  provided  y~>u  don't  accidentally  break 
them.    But  make  sure  when  you  buy  them  that  they  have  no  sharp  edges  to  cut 
thread  or  fabric. 


I  almost  forgot  to  speak  of  the  younger  generation  and  the  button  problem. 
That's  even  more  important  than  the  buttons  on  grown-up  clothes,  for  the  right 
buttons  on  small  children's  clothes  help  develop  independence,  you  know.      •  • 
If  you  want  Junior  to  learn  to  dress  himself  early,    ,rou;ll  give  him  clothes 
with  easy  fastenings.     The  same  for  little  Jane.     Si:.,  can't  manage  a  whole  row 
of  tiny  covered  buttons  that  fasten  with  wiggly  loops.     But  try  her  on  a  nice 
plain  pearl  button  with  a  plain  buttonhole.     She'll  soon  enjoy  "steering  the 
button    into  its  hole."    Sometimes  a  small  rim  around  the  button  makes  it  easier 
for  small  fingers  to  hold.     If  you  want  details  about  convenient  buttons  for 
pre-school  children,  here  they  are:    medium-sized,  about  five-eighths  of  an  inch 
in  diameter;  flat;  smooth  except  for  the  eyelet  marks  and  a  rim  around  the  edge; 
and  neither  too  thick  nor  too  thin.    Novelty  shapes  in  buttons  are  hard  for 
beginners  to  manage.     Since  children's  clothes  must  go  to  the  wash  so  often,  of 
course,  a  button  that  washes  well  is  the  only  choice. 

Well,  as  I  said,  the  button  investigation  is  only  starting,  and  these 
are  just  a  few  ideas  I've  picked  uu  to  help  you  get  good  value  for  your  button 
money  this  fall. 

If  you,  or  the  women's  club  you  belong  to,  are  seriously  interested  in 
getting  your  money's  worth  in  clothes,   I!ll  close  with  one  suggestion  —  a 
leaflet  you  might  like  to  read.     You  are  welcome  to  a  leaflet  called  "Quality 
Guides  for  Ready-Made  Dresses"  No.  105.    And  you  can  have  it  just  by  writing  to 
the  Department  of  Agriculture  at  Washington,  D.  C. ,  and  asking  for  it.    A  post- 
card will  bring  you  this  buying  guide  as  long  as  the  supply  lasts. 
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